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Project: EASI-M: A mobile health (mHealth) intervention to increase participation in cervical screening through self-collection
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Responsible Researcher: Dr Claire Nightingale
Tel: +61 4 17217682 | Email: claire.nightingale.unimelb.edu.au   
Additional Researchers: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk103695019]Professor Julia Brotherton, Australia Centre for the Prevention of Cervical Cancer, Centre for Health Policy University of Melbourne 
· Associate Professor Megan Smith, The Daffodil Centre Cancer Council NSW
· Professor Marion Saville, Australia Centre for the Prevention of Cervical Cancer
· Ms Kate Broun, Cancer Council Victoria
· Dr Kristi Milley, Primary Care Collaborative Cancer Clinical Trials Group (PC4)
· Professor Jane Hocking, Centre for Epidemiology & Biostatistics University of Melbourne
· Dr Emily Karahalios, Centre for Epidemiology & Biostatistics University of Melbourne
· Ms. Claire Zammit (Research Assistant) Tel: +61 3 9035 5771 | Email: claire.zammit@unimelb.edu.au 
Introduction
Thank you for your interest in participating in this research project. The following few pages will provide you with further information about the project, so that you can decide if you would like to take part in this research. 
Please take the time to read this information carefully. You may ask questions about anything you don’t understand or want to know more about.
Your participation is voluntary. If you don’t wish to take part, you don’t have to. If you begin participating, you can also stop at any time.
What is this research about?
Australia has a National Cervical Screening Program that works by inviting people with a cervix to undergo a screening test to test for infection with Human Papillomavirus. While this is normally done by going to a general practitioner or nurse for a test, which required you to get partially undressed and have an examination to take some cells from your cervix). As of July 2022, all people now eligible for screening can now collect their own vaginal sample, if they choose. This is done using a swab that is not much bigger than the swab used for COVID testing.

Not many people know that this self-collection option is available. And we know that many people choose not to undergo traditional cervical screening for a number of reasons – including (but not limited to) - it’s too embarrassing, its uncomfortable/painful, it is not culturally appropriate, lack of access to a female doctor. We want to make sure that everyone knows that they can choose to collect their own sample, if this means that they will participate in screening.

This study, The EASI-M (Expanding Access to Self-collection to Increase cervical screening through MHealth) Study aims to develop an SMS message that can be used to raise awareness about this new screening option, so more people know about it and can choose to participate in cervical screening. 
What will I be asked to do?
Should you agree to participate you will be asked to participate a 90-minute focus group discussion with other primary health care professionals if appropriate, in person or online via Zoom or Teams.
 
The purpose of this focus group is to explore primary health care professionals’ real-world implementation experience and perceptions of utilising SMS-based technologies in primary care to improve the uptake of cancer screening. 

Your feedback will inform the design of a hybrid implementation-effectiveness cluster randomised control trial in primary care practices in Victoria aiming to improve the awareness of self-collection cervical screening through an SMS based platform called GoShare as the intervention. 

We want to understand your current approaches to reminders/recalls for cancer screening, your perception of the added value of an SMS-based approach with embedded resources for cervical screening and self-collection, your experience (if any) of implementing this approach in primary care and any challenges experienced. We are also interested in  whether you think that we can use the SMS platform to provide additional information and support to people who receive a positive cervical screening result and require further follow up. We will finish the focus group by asking you to advise on how we should evaluate this SMS approach and measuring impact on screening participation. 

To conduct focus group discussion, we will be following State and Commonwealth Government health guidelines and respect social distancing. This means that we might have to do the focus group discussion online.
What are the possible benefits?
If you agree to participate, you will receive $150 Prezzee Voucher a reimbursement for your time. This research will also help to find new ways to promote cervical screening, including self-collection in primary care. 
What are the possible risks?
Some of the questions that the researcher will ask you may bring up experiences or issues that you may find uncomfortable or distressing. Participation is voluntary. 
 
If the questions we ask you affect you emotionally, and you become upset or uncomfortable, you can finish or postpone <. If you would like to talk to someone about how you are feeling, you can contact your doctor. You can also contact: 
· BeyondBlue Support Service 
Telephone (24/7): 1300 22 4636 | Daily web chat (3:00pm-12:00am) and email (response within 24 hours) can be accessed from www.beyondblue.org.au 
· You can also call Cancer Council nurses on 13 11 20 for support should you wish to discuss how you are feeling. If you require a translator, you can call 13 14 50. 
Do I have to participate?
No. Participation is completely voluntary. You are able to withdraw at any time. 
Will I hear about the results of this project?
If you like, we will send an email with a summary of the results when the project has finished. The results will also be in a student thesis presented to the University of Melbourne and may be published in academic journals or online.
What will happen to information about me?
We will record audio during the focus group discussion, and this will be written out (transcribed) by Otter.ai, a service based in the United States of America that uses automated software rather than human transcribers. Information captured in your interview recording will be subject to Otter.ai’s Terms of Service and Privacy Policy. Otter.ai stores and processes information overseas. After Otter.ai has transcribed any audio files, the researchers will delete the audio-file and the transcript from the Otter.ai site meaning that the Otter.ai service will not retain any data related to this project.  

Following transcription, the researchers will go through and remove any names and other information that may be used to identify you. Any reports, publications, or presentations about this project will include only de-identified data to ensure the privacy of participants is protected.  General themes and messages that are collectively gathered from interviews will be used to guide future policy and clinical practice. 

All data will be stored on a secure password protected SharePoint drive that only the researchers have access to. The SharePoint drive will only be accessed from password protected computers. Data from this study will be stored securely for 5 years and may be used for similar or related projects our research team at the University of Melbourne only. It will not be shared outside of the University of Melbourne research team.  5 years after the last publication all data will be deleted. All data will be deidentified to protect your privacy and confidentiality. 
Who is funding this project?
The Victorian Cancer Agency is the primary funder of EASI-M.
Where can I get further information?
If you would like more information about the project, please contact the researchers; Dr Claire Nightingale (claire.nightingale@unimelb.edu.au), or Ms Claire Zammit (clairezammit@unimelb.edu.au).
Who can I contact if I have any concerns about the project?
This project has human research ethics approval from The University of Melbourne [Project ID: 24670]. If you have any concerns or complaints about the conduct of this research project, which you do not wish to discuss with the research team, you should contact the Research Integrity Administrator, Office of Research Ethics and Integrity, University of Melbourne, VIC 3010. Tel: +61 3 8344 1376 or Email: research-integrity@unimelb.edu.au. All complaints will be treated confidentially. In any correspondence please provide the name of the research team and/or the name or ethics ID number of the research project.
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