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PC4 SUPPORTING YOUR RESEARCH
SUPPORT TERMS & CONDITIONS
All projects that receive support from PC4 will be 
required to:

•	 Provide evidence of ethics approval, where 
applicable

•	 Register on the appropriate trials registry, 
preferably:

	 •	� Prospectively (i.e. at least 10 days prior to 
recruitment)

	 •	� On the Australia New Zealand Clinical 
Trials Registry (as per NHMRC requirement)

	 •	� Including the additional information 
required for it to be accessible on the 
Australian Cancer Trials consumer portal

•	 Provide a short project summary which includes 
background, aims, PICO, study type and clinical 
implications of study outcomes

•	 Submit six-monthly reports to the PC4 Office 
providing a half page summary of activities, 
number of sites active, numbers recruited, and 
participant statistics until the project is either 
completed or abandoned as a condition of our 
Cancer Australia Agreement

•	 Acknowledge PC4 support in reports, 
publications and presentations and provide 
PC4 with those details. Our suggested wording 
is “The researchers gratefully acknowledge the 
Primary Care Collaborative Cancer Clinical Trials 
Group (PC4) for their support of this project”

A key role for PC4 is to assist members to develop 
high quality cancer research in primary care. To 
achieve this, we offer assistance in both concept 
development and review. As a condition of support 
your team must:
•	 Report your project updates to the PC4 Research 

Coordinator biannually. 
•	 Acknowledge PC4 in publications such as ‘The 

researchers gratefully acknowledge the Primary 
Care Collaborative Cancer Clinical Trials Group 
(PC4) for their support of this project’

THINK ABOUT HEALTH 
ECONOMICS EARLY
The Cancer Research Economics Support Team 
(CREST) is funded by Cancer Australia to provide 
assistance to projects supported by PC4 and the other 
cancer cooperative trials groups. For more information, 
you can find many resources to help incorporate 
health economic assessment into your study. 

THINK ABOUT IMPACT EARLY
It is important to consider what the downstream 
outcomes of your research may be, outcomes that 
may be measured to demonstrate the impact of 
your research and it’s influence on clinical practice, 
training or education. Outcomes that policy 
makers may be interested in. The diagram below 
is adapted from the CSIRO’s Impact Framework 
model. In cancer in primary care outcomes and 
impact to consider include:

PRIMARY 
RESEARCH 

RELATED IMPACT 
OUTCOMES 

Publications
Peer-review articles 
Journal impact 
factor
Citation rate

DISSEMINATION & KT

Conferences
Seminars
Workshops
Teaching
Mass media

CAPACITY BUILDING

Increasing graduate 
research
Subsequent grants
Subsequent new 
collaborations

IMPACT 
AND POLICY 
OUTCOMES

Presentations to 
decision-makers
Creates information 
base for decision 
making
Position statement
RACGP guidelines
Hospital/clinic policy
New Medicare item
Incorporation into 
a RACGP Qi&CPD 
training course
Incorporation into a 
recognised training 
course



SUPPORTING YOUR RESEARCH |  2019-11-CONCEPT STAGE SUPPORTING YOUR RESEARCH |  2019-11-CONCEPT STAGE

EMBEDDING CONSUMERS IN 
YOUR RESEARCH
Ensure you engage with consumers throughout 
your research. PC4 can provide assistance with 
consumer engagement from concept development 
all the way through to result dissemination. 

We recommend that two consumers join each 
project either as Associate Investigators and/or 
members of the project steering committee. The 
diagram below summarises how PC4 engages 
with consumers.

IDENTIFYING & PRIORITISING
• through local user groups & organisations help inform 

research priorities
•� be consulted about research topics & priorities, important 

to them as service users
• collaborate with researchers to identify topics for research

• identify topics for research themselves.

SCIENTIFIC &  ADVISORY  
 COMMITTEES 

DESIGN
• inform the design of the research study

• clarify the research question and affirm its importance
•ensure the methods selected are appropriate for patients

• assist in creating a recruitment strategy
• review & comment on proposed questionnaires & data 

collection methods

 EMAIL REVIEWS 

UNDERTAKING/MANAGING
Setting up a steering group to  
manage/monitor the research

• steer the project throughout the research process
• assist in writing the patient information and consent forms

• aid in designing the detailed protocol
• produce research updates that are patient friendly

• can assist in conducting interviews & surveys

 PROJECT COMMENCEMENT:   
 STEERING COMMITTEES,  

 REVIEW PICF CONSENT INFO       

ANALYSING & INTERPRETING
• assist the research team in developing themes 

from data
• be consulted to see if they understand/interpret 

data in the same way as the research team

IMPLEMENTATION
• increase the likelihood that results of research are  

implemented, by adding validity to the findings
• develop patient information for new services/ 
interventions within hospitals, GPs, surgeries etc.

 CLINICAL PRACTICE 

MONITORING & EVALUATION
•� have continued involvement with the study to 

maintain focus & address issues as they arise
• collaborate with researchers to evaluate the 

research process
• reflect on their role & what they have learned

 NEW PATHWAYS 

DISSEMINATION
• advise on different avenues for disseminating results

• jointly present the findings with researchers
• write information for local patient groups/hospitals etc

• assist in getting results/findings published on  
charities/voluntary organisations websites

• help distribute results within their informal networks
•  produce summaries of findings

 REPORTING RESULTS 

HOW TO 
INVOLVE PATIENTS 

AND PUBLIC IN 
YOUR RESEARCH 

WITH PC4

DEVELOPMENT OF THE GRANT PROPOSAL
• assist research proposed & chosen methods are ethical
• inform areas where patients/public could be involved

• provide ongoing advice on patients/public involvement
• define outcome measures

• advise on the appropriateness of the Lay Summary
• raise awareness about costs of involvement, expenses & 

prompt researchers to cost for involvement
• be named as co-applicants

 CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT/ 
 PEER REVIEW WORKSHOPS 

ACADEMIC/RESEARCH COMMUNITY WIDER SOCIETY
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